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the language of literature, the evolution of the different
Indian languages can easily be reconstructed. The
language of the Rgveda is the first literary Jorm of
the primary desabhasha—the dialect of the early Aryans of
Madhyadesa—which has come down to us, and the
dialect itself may be presumed not to have been far
removed from it. Perhaps the Saryatas and the Bhrgus
spoke this primary desabhasha. The dialect of the Yadava
heroes must have been its later variety, fast growing into
Samskrta. We are, however, on firmer ground in the third
century before Christ. Asoka's edict, intended for popular
instruction, is inscribed on rocks at Mount Giranclra, Sopara
near Bombay, and Dera Dun in the western variety of the
primary desabhasha. The inscriptions, scattered all
over North India, show that the dialects spoken at the time
were similar to one another.
The secondary desabhashas were also sub-divided into
Maharashtrl, Saurseni, Magadhi and Paisaci according to
the province in which the variety was spoken. The first
three are found in Samskrta dramas. The Saurseni
variety, resembling Samskrta and spoken in Madhya-
desa around Mathura, was put in the mouth of ladies and
the vidushaka, the clown, by the rules of the drama. This
Saurseni prevailed in Gujarata, as also perhaps the other
varieties of Prakrta known as Ardha-Magadhi, Jaina Maha-
rashtri and Jaina Saurseni, the last two so named because
of the activities of the Jaina sadhus. The redaction in
Jaina Maharashtri of the Jaina canon, at Valabhlpura in
Kathiavada, by the conference presided over by Devard-
dhigani (A. C. 500), indicates that this form of the language
was favoured by the Jains.1
1 There is no doubt that in this period the desabh&sha in Gujarata
was influenced not only by Maharashtn but the then prevailing Kanarese.
An ancient Tamil tradition includes Gujarata in the Panca Dravida or five
Dravidian regions. Possibly it dates back to a time when South Gujarata, or
Lata, had been included in Gujarata but not yet brought under the do-
minance of the northern influences. It is likely, as Professor Turner suggests,
the ancestor of Marathi was further to the north in Asoka's time and that
it was pushed south by the speakers of the ancestor of Gujarat!. So late as
the ninth century_A. C. Kanarese was spoken over a large part of Maharash-
tra and the Mahrashtri was not the principal language in the present Mara-
thi-speaking area. This would explain the traces of Kanarese in the Gujarati
language, rift J.B.B.R.A.S. 1930, p. 95, Master, Some Parallelisms fn fydo*
Aryan and Prdwaian Languages,

